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   Child Life Department Internship Program

Miami Children’s Hospital Child Life Department
PRIVATE 
Child Life Department Description

Miami Children’s hospital Child Life Department seeks to help children and families gain greater understanding of their medical journey through valuing the importance of family, recognizing individual strengths, building a strong foundation of support, commitment and ultimately providing hope. We strive to create a safe and non-threatening environment that allows for expression and normalcy in an unfamiliar setting. 
The Child Life Department at Miami Children’s Hospital consists of 17 personnel members that include: Child Life Specialists and Child Life Activity Assistants who help provide developmental, educational, therapeutic and recreational interventions for children and their families in order to make the hospital experience as positive as possible.
MIAMI CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL is a private, non-profit institution which cares for children from birth through twenty-one years of age.  It is a 275 bed facility.  The hospital was established in March 1950 as Variety Children's Hospital.

CHILD LIFE INTERNSHIPS: are a minimum of fourteen weeks, 40 hours per week, for a total of 560 hours.  Child Life Internships will be offered for Spring and Summer semesters only.  The interns are selected for an interview on the basis of academics, previous experience working with children, and references. Not every candidate will receive an interview. 

SELECTION OF CHILD LIFE INTERNS is based on review of complete application and their performance during the interview. 
HOURS are coordinated with the Child Life Department. Child Life coverage is provided at the hospital from Sunday-Saturday, 8:30am-11:30pm. Hours will vary according to the unit rotation. 

CHILD LIFE INTERNS will work with the Volunteer Services Department for health, security, insurance and documentation purposes.

PRIVATE 
Units Currently Utilizing Child Life Services
In Patient:


2 North East/CV: Cardiac Unit


PICU: Pediatric Intensive Care Unit


2 East: Orthopedic/Surgical Unit


3 East: Respiratory Unit


3 North: Hematology/Oncology/Bone Marrow Transplant Unit


3 North East: Gastric/Renal/General Pediatric Unit


3 South: Neurology Unit

Out Patient:


Emergency Room

Radiology

Ambulatory Surgery
APPLICATION PROCEDURE: 
Internship Applicants: Child Life intern applicants are not required to be affiliated with a

University however our university affiliated applicants must have a senior level  
status (at the time of the internship).
Suggested majors for Internship candidates are: 
Child Life, Child Development, Family and Human Development, Early Childhood

Education, Special Education, Recreation Therapy and Psychology.

Post graduate students are also considered for the program.

 To apply to our Child Life internship program it is required that the following are to 
 Submitted:
· Common Child Life internship application (created by the Child life Council)
· Official education transcripts from a University/College
· Child Life course verification
We ask that internship applicants send verification of their completion 

of at least one Child Life course taught by a Certified Child Life Specialist
(OR proof of registration for upcoming course)
· Coursework review verification from the Child Life Council (CLC)

            A minimum of 10 courses must be approved by the CLC 
· Two letters of recommendation 

Internship Application Deadlines and Information
Students interested in the Child Life Internship Program should follow the standard internship deadlines created by the Child Life Council for the application procedure.
	Internship Session
	Application Deadlines
	Initial Offer Dates 
	Acceptance Dates
	Offer Dates for 2013-2014
	Acceptance Dates for 
2013-2014

	Summer
	January 5
	2nd Tuesday 
of February
	Following Wednesday
	Tuesday, 2/11/2014
	Wednesday, 2/12/2014

	Winter/Spring
	September 5
	2nd Tuesday of October
	Following Wednesday 
	Tuesday, 10/08/13
	Wednesday, 10/9/2013


A.   Application:  A link to the common internship application is included in this packet.  Please return the completed application along with an official copy of your University transcript, resume, CLC coursework review verification, Child Life course verification and at least two letters of recommendation.
B.   Interviews:  If selected as internship candidate an interview will be arranged by the Child Life Internship Coordinator(s)
C.   Acceptance:  Students will be notified of their acceptance into the Internship Program on the date specified above 

D.   Housing Arrangements: The hospital does not provide housing for Child Life Interns

E.   Internship:  Child Life Students are required to complete 560 hours over 14 weeks, including day, night, and weekend shifts.  However, if your University is on the semester system and you will be receiving school credit, the internship will last as long as the semester.

E.
Stipend:  No stipend is paid to Child Life Interns.

F.
Required Reading: Students are asked to complete readings of certain articles and

             books.  It is required to complete these readings prior to the internship.

•
The Handbook of Child Life

•
Theories of Development Concepts and Application

To find a copy of the required Common Internship Application forms please visit:

www.childlife.org/files/CommonInternshipApplication.pdf
In order for your application to be considered complete please remember to include with the common internship application, your coursework review verification from the CLC, Child Life course verification, resume, official transcript from your university, and two letters of recommendation.  Completed Child Life internship applications for Miami Children’s Hospital should be sent to: 
                                                Miami Children's Hospital





Child Life Department





Internship Program





3100 SW 62 Avenue

                                                 Miami, Florida 33155
Once we received and reviewed your application, we will notify you of a possible interview.  We appreciate your interest in Miami Children's Hospital.  If you have any questions please call the Child Life Internship Coordinator at 305-666-6511 ext. 4875.
This hospital fully complies with the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1968 and the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which prohibits employment discrimination based upon race, color, creed, sex, age, national origin, physical disability or veteran status.

A Criminal Conviction record search is made of all prospective volunteers of the hospital.  A conviction record is not necessarily a bar to employment; factors such as age and time of offense, seriousness and nature of violation and rehabilitation will be taken into account.  However, concealment of any conviction on this application shall be cause for discharge.
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