
    Quality Metrics
1. Adherence with pathway recommendations 
2. Length of Emergency Department stay before transfer
3. Adherence with transfer documentation requirements
4. Adherence with requirements for reporting of 
    suspected child abuse 

Inclusion Criteria
Patients presenting to Nicklaus Children’s Hospital or 
Urgent Care Facilities with burn injuries.

Exclusion Criteria
1. Pregnancy
2. Patient greater than 20-years-old   

Burn Patient Presenting 
for Evaluation/Treatment

Is the patient 
clinically 

unstable?

No

Yes

Transfer Patient to 
Burn Center

Accept and treat as per 
State and NCH trauma 

standard protocols

2nd & 3rd 
degree burn 
greater than 
10% BSA?

No

Yes

 3rd degree 
burn greater 

than 5% BSA?
Yes

Significant 
chemical or 

electrical 
burn?

No

Yes

Initial Rapid 
Stabilization

Significant 
Inhalation 

injury?

No

Yes

Injury to face, 
hands, feet, 
genitalia or 
perineum?

No Yes

Treatment of Pain
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Consideration of Child 
Abuse may be 

appropriate.  Suspicion of 
abuse should not delay 

emergency transportation 
of the patient but must be 
reported when time and 

the clinical situation 
allows. 

No

Significance of the burn injury is at the discretion of the Pediatric Trauma Surgeon

Post-stabilization 
patient requires 
transfer to Burn 

Center (see prior  
assessment at top of  

this pathway)?

Yes

Definitive Burn Care

Burn Wound Care 
(including photographic 
documentation pre and 

post-debridement)

No


