
Patients presents to ER/
Trauma Bay

Inpatient Cervical Spine 
Trauma Clearance 

Pathway Goals
1. Establish best practices regarding the   
    management of patients with potential or   
    confirmed cervical trauma 
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         High Risk Conditions 
Cervical Spine Injury

 1. Water diving related injuries
 2. Falls from a height greater than 8 feet
 3. Hanging injury
 4. Automobile vx. Pedestrian/bicycle related trauma
 5. “Head on” MVC
 6. Rollover MVC
 7. MVC with ejection from the vehicle
 8. Axial load to any region of the head
 9. Non-accidental injury (child abuse)
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         Communication Barrier
1. Less than 3-years-old
2. Developmental delay that impairs ability to   
    understand and communicate
3. Speaks language different than the provider in the 
    absence of an interpreter

1. Midline tenderness
2. Intoxication or decreased consciousness
3. Focal neurological deficit
4. Painful distracting injury
5. Torticollis
6. Agittion
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Quality Metrics
1. Compliance rate with pathway   
    recommendations
2. Identification of risks for, or occurrences 
    of, cervical Iatrogenic spinal injury

Inclusion Criteria
All trauma patients presenting to Nicklaus 
Children’s Health System
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