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From the Editor 

The Growth Issue 

This issue of Milestones in 
Medical Education Newsletter 
comes at the end of the sum-
mer. This is the time that fel-
lowship programs gear up for 
recruitment, children are back 
to school, and our new train-
ees are getting more acclimat-
ed to their roles and the institu-
tion.  

We are aware that this is a 
time of the year when many 
conferences held in early next 
year will open their call for 
abstracts presenting our train-
ees with an opportunity to get 
their scholarly work to submit 
for dissemination.  

After celebrating orientation 
and welcoming a brand new 
group of trainees, and since 
the last issue of Milestones in 
Medical Education, we are 
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highlighting several mile-
stones that occurred since 
last issue with many of the 
milestones involve growth:  

NCH Trainees and Facul-
ty continue to showcase 
their scholarly work in the 
published literature and 
on the national stages. 

Our trainees continue to 
receive accolades and 
recognitions for their hu-
manism, team spirit, and 
professionalism. 

The Medical Education 
Department’s family of 
staff have grown to meet 
the growth of the number 
of programs and support 
their operation. (See last 
page for Medical Educa-

tion Staff job duties re-
distribution) 

Nicklaus Children’s Hos-
pital new Kenneth C. Grif-
fin Surgical Tower opens 
its doors this month.  

As we enter this fall sea-
son, we look forward to con-
tinuing our mission and 
goals, operate in a new 
state-of-the-art surgical fa-
cility well-equipped for train-
ing the next generation of 
pediatric surgical special-
ists. We look forward to 
another year of continued 
great milestones in academ-
ic pursuit and successes 
and a bright future for all. 
Enjoy reading this issue.  

Rani S Gereige, MD, MPH, 
FAAP - DIO 
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Milestones in Faculty Development 

Nuts & Bolts: Virtual Interview PreparaƟon & Coaching for 

Trainees 

The Academic Pediatrics Jour-
nal started a micro-faculty devel-
opment section called “Nuts & 

Bolts”. In each of the Milestones 
in Medical Education Issues, we 
will begin featuring one of the 

Nuts & Bolts short articles or 
snips its from the articles. 
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Milestones in Faculty Development 

Nuts & Bolts: Virtual Interview PreparaƟon & Coaching for 

Trainees (Cont’ed) 
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Milestones in Humanism and Professionalism 

NCH Trainees Compliments and e‐RecogniƟons 
 

Samantha 
Shear, DO 
(PL2) 

 

Dr. Samantha Shear re-
ceived an NCHS-way e-
Recognition from Selvia 
Beshay, NICU Clinical Coordi-
nator for her Excellent Perfor-
mance. Ms. Beshay com-
mented: “Kudos: Thank you 
for making a positive im-
pact on our team”. Congrat-
ulations Samantha on a job 
well-done! 

 

Daniela 
Ramirez 
Duque, MD 
(PL3) 

Dr. Daniela Ramirez Duque 
received an NCHS-way e-
Recognitions from Dr. Enrique 
Konstat Korzenny, PL3 Pedi-
atric Resident for her display 
of the NCHS Values of:  Col-
laboration, Responsibility. 
Dr. Korzenny commented: “It 
was a pleasure working 
together with Dani. As part 
of the PICU team, she 
worked tirelessly and advo-
cated for her patients on a 
daily basis, putting all her 
knowledge into effect. She 
also displayed great leader-
ship qualities as she as-
sured that every member of 
the team was doing well 
and happy”. Congratulations 
Daniela on a job well done!  

 

Madison 
Rhodes, DO 
(PL2) 

 

Dr. Madison Rhodes re-
ceived an NCHS-way e-
Recognition from Dr. Enrique 
Konstat Korzenny, PL3 Pedi-
atric Resident for her display 
of the NCHS Values of:  Col-
laboration, Empathy. Dr. 
Korzenny commented: “It 
was great working with 
Madison for the first time. I 
was lucky to share a seat 
next to her and got to know 
her better, she is a very 
good doctor and great per-
son. She always made sure 
her patient were doing well 
and constantly checked on 
them and their needs”. Con-
gratulations Madison on a job 
well done!  

 

Emma Sanz, 
MD (PL2) 

 

Dr. Emma Sanz received an 
NCHS-way e-Recognition 
from Dr. Enrique Konstat Kor-
zenny, PL3 Pediatric Resident 
for her display of the NCHS 
Values of:  Collaboration, 
Responsibility, Empathy. 
Dr. Korzenny commented: 
“Emma did great in her first 
PICU rotation. She man-
aged complex patients 
throughout her month and 
did great! She excelled at 
helping other and display-
ing beautiful teamwork. 
Definitely a valuable person 
to have on our team. She 
will continue to be a better 
pediatrician every day”. 
Congratulations Emma on a 
job well done!  

 

Stephanie 
San Martin, 
MD (PHM 
Fellow) 

Dr. Stephanie San Martin 
received an NCHS-way e-
Recognition from Ms Ileana 
Salman; Medical Administra-
tion Credentialing Manager. 
Ms commented: “Kudos: 
Thank you for making a 
patient feel special! ”. Con-
gratulations Stephanie on a 
job well done!  

 

 

Natalia Car-
dona, MD 
(PL2) 

 

Dr. Natalia Cardona re-
ceived an NCHS-Way e-
Recognition from Dr. Claudia 
Vega Castellvi, (PHM Fellow) 
for her display of the NCHS 
Pillars of: Amazing Patient 
Care. Dr. Castellvi com-
mented: “Residency Medica-
tion Safety Champion!  
Dear Dr. Cardona 
Your dedication to patient 
safety is exemplary. As a 
Medication Safety Champi-
on, we value your input and 
hope you will continue to 
play a vital role in enhanc-
ing our hospital's safety 
culture. 
Thank you for your commit-
ment to medication safety”. 
Congratulations Natalia!!!  

 

Rashmi Pra-
sad, DO 
(PL2) 

 

Dr. Rashmi Prasad received 
an NCHS-Way e-Recognition 
from Dr. Claudia Vega Cas-
tellvi, (PHM Fellow) for her 
display of the NCHS Pillars of: 
Amazing Patient Care. Dr. 
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Milestones in Humanism and Professionalism 

NCH Trainees Compliments and e‐RecogniƟons (Cont’ed) 

Castellvi commented: 
“Residency Medication Safe-
ty Champion for the month of 
July!  
Dear Dr. Prasad 
Your dedication to patient 
safety is exemplary. As a 
Medication Safety Champion, 
we value your input and hope 
you will continue to play a 
vital role in enhancing our 
hospital's safety culture. 
Thank you for your commit-
ment to medication safety”. 
Congratulations Rashmi!!!  

 

Lucila Ser-
vitje Azcarra-
ga, MD (PL2) 

 

Dr. Lucila Servitje Azcarra-
ga received an NCHS-Way 
e-Recognition from Dr. Clau-
dia Vega Castellvi, (PHM 
Fellow) for her display of the 
NCHS Pillars of: Amazing 
Patient Care. Dr. Castellvi 
commented: “Residency 

Medication Safety Champi-
on!  
Dear Dr Servitje Azcarraga 
Your dedication to patient 
safety is exemplary. As a 
Medication Safety Champi-
on, we value your input and 
hope you will continue to 
play a vital role in enhancing 
our hospital's safety culture. 
Thank you for your commit-
ment to medication safety”. 
Congratulations Lucila!!!  

Milestones in Growth & CelebraƟons 

NCH Celebrates the CompleƟon of the Kenneth C. Griffin Sur‐

gical Tower 

On September 21; 2024 NCH 
held a Family Open House, a 
Housewarming Celebration, 
and scheduled tours to cele-
brate the completion of the new 
five-story, 131,000-square-foot 
surgical tower.  The Kenneth C. 
Griffin Surgical Tower has 
been built to replace the exist-
ing operating rooms.  
It elevates the hospital's surgi-
cal care offerings in an environ-
ment that caters to the patient 
experience combined with lead-
ing-edge technology to ensure 
children and adolescents don’t 
have to leave South Florida for 
expert pediatric surgical 
care. The Griffin Surgical Tower 
is named for philanthropist Ken 
Griffin, Founder and CEO of 
Citadel and Founder of Griffin 

Catalyst, who made a trans-
formational $25 million gift to 
support the tower and the 
future of pediatric surgical 
care. The new tower includes 
state-of-the-art operating 
suites to accommodate the 
latest equipment and technol-
ogy. The first surgery in the 
new operating rooms is 
scheduled on September 
26th 2024. 
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Milestones in Hospital National Recognitions 

Nicklaus Children’s Hospital Named One of Newsweek’s 

America’s Best Children’s Hospitals 2024 

Milestones in State and National Leadership & Advocacy 

NCH Residents ParƟcipaƟng in AAP Chapter & NaƟonal 

Leadership & Advocacy 

On July 30 2024; Nicklaus 
Children’s Hospital has been 
included in Newsweek’s list of 
America’s Best Children’s 
Hospitals 2024. Nicklaus 
Children’s had the most pro-
grams ranked in Florida, with 

distinctions in Gastroenterolo-
gy, Neonatology, Neurology, 
and Endocrinology. This recog-
nition is the result of the health 
systems' commitment to our 
mission of providing quality 
care to the children in our com-
munity, as the only free-
standing pediatric hospital in 
South Florida.  
The America’s Best Children’s 
Hospitals 2024 ranking award-
ed 175 leading hospitals in 
eight pediatric subspecialties: 
Cardiology & Cardiac Surgery, 
Endocrinology, Gastroenterolo-
gy & Gastrointestinal Surgery, 

Neonatology, Oncology & Hema-
tology, Pulmonology & Thoracic 
Surgery, Neurology & Neurosur-
gery, and Orthopedics.   
 
Statista publishes hundreds of 
worldwide industry rankings and 
company listings with high-profile 
media partners. This research 
and analysis service is based on 
the success of statista.com, the 
leading data and business intelli-
gence portal that provides statis-
tics, relevant business data, and 
various market and consumer 
studies and surveys.  

Dr. Janelle Torres Ap-
pointed to Serve as Co-
Leader on Residents & 
Trainees FCAAP Com-
mittee  
 
Dr. Janelle Torres (PL2) was 
one of four Florida Pediatric 
Residents appointed by the 
Board of Directors of the Flori-
da Chapter of the AAP 
(FCAAP) as Assistant Chair of 
the Residents & Trainees Com-
mittee for 2024-2025. Congrat-
ulations!! 

Dr. Taimy Falcon-
Rodriguez Receives Ad-
vocacy Training Schol-
arship 
 
Dr. Taimy Falcon-Rodriguez 
(PL3) was one of the resi-
dents recipients of the 2024 
Florida Pediatric Foundation 
Louis B. St. Petery, Jr., MD, 
FAAP and Julia Revel St. Pe-
tery, MD, FAAP, Pediatric 
Trainee Advocacy Training 
Scholarship. This scholarship 
allowed Dr. Falcon-Rodriguez 

to participate in the AAP Annual 
Legislative Conference in Wash-
ington, DC and learn the tools to 
advocate on behalf of children. 
She documented her reflections 
and experience in an article in the 
August 2024 issue of FCAAP 
News. Congratulations! 
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Publications 
 
Dr. Bala Totapally and 
his co-authors (Includes 
Drs. P. Jayakar; M. 
Diaz-Barbosa; J. Sasa-
ki; A. Jayakar; P. Sen-
di; D. Soler; M. Janvier; 
P. Espinal; A. Gupta; 
and D. Salyakina) were 
notified that their manu-
script titled: “Rapid Ge-
nome Sequencing in 
Acutely-Ill Children: A 
Single Pediatric Center 
Experience” was ac-
cepted for publication in 
the Journal of Pediatric 
Intensive Care. Congrat-
ulations!! 

Dr. Bala Totapally and 
his co-authors Drs. Ad-
am Beaton (Class of 
2024 fellowship Alum-
nus); P. Sendi; and P. 
Martinez were notified 
that their manuscript 
titled: “Prevalence and 
Outcomes of Air Leak 
Syndrome and Sub-
types on Neonates in 
the United States” was 
accepted for publication 
in the Journal of Neona-
tal-Perinatal Medicine. 
Congratulations!! 

Presentations 
 
The following abstract 
presentations were ac-
cepted for the 35th An-
nual ELSO Meeting: 
  
 “Clinical Character-

istics and Out-
comes of Neonates 
with Respiratory 
Failure Referred for 
Extracorporeal 
Membrane Oxygen-
ation Support”. 

Pooja Musuku, Keith Mey-
er, Felipe E., Pedroso, 
Fuad Alkhoury, 
Balagangadhar R. Totapal-
ly  

 “Comparison of Out-
comes, Complications, 
and Clinical Characteris-
tics Between Neonatal and 
Pediatric Venovenous, 
Peripheral Venoarterial, 
and Central Venoarterial 
ECMO Patients”. Abhinav 
Totapally, Keith Meyer, 
Paul Martinez, Felipe 
Pedroso, Lian Santiago, 
Fuad Alkhoury, 
Balagangadhar Totapally. 

Strong NCH Presence is 
Expected Again at this 
Year’s SCCME Meeting 

The Division of Pediatric Criti-
cal Care Medicine submitted 
the following 16 abstracts by 
residents, fellows, and faculty 
to be considered for presenta-
tion at the 2025 SCCM in Or-
lando 2/23-2/25; 2025:  

 Anushree Malhotra-Hans, 
Pooja Musuku, 
Balagangadhar Totapally. 
“Herpes Simplex Virus 
Encephalitis with Intracer-
ebral Hemorrhage in a 
Child”.  

 Anushree Malhotra-Hans, 
Prithvi Sendi, Keith Meyer, 
Balagangadhar R. Totapal-
ly. “The Use of Tissue 
Plasminogen Activator in 
Children in the United 
States from 2000 – 2019”. 

 Andrea Montano Balles-
teros, Hugh Ladd, 
Balagangadhar Totapally. 
“Discordance of Fraction-
al Excretion of Sodium 
and Uric Acid in a Child 
with Severe Hypo-

Milestones in Faculty and Trainees Scholarly Activities 

NCH Faculty and Trainees ConƟnue to Showcase their Schol‐

arly Work in PresentaƟons and PublicaƟons 

natremia” 

 Andrea Montano Ballesteros, 
Hugh Ladd, Balagangadhar 
Totapally. “Epidemiology 
and Trends of Hyponatremia 
in Hospitalized Children in 
the United States”.  

 Victoria Waskiel, Andrea 
Montano Ballesteros, Kaitlin 
Kobaitri, Balagangadhar To-
tapally. “Management of Ex-
treme Hypernatremia in an 
Infant”. 

 Victoria Waskiel, Paul Mar-
tinez, Balagangadhar Tota-
pally. “Persistent Pulmonary 
Hypertension of the New-
born and Extracorporeal 
Membrane Oxygenation in 
the U.S.”. 

 Pooja Musuku, Anushree 
Malhotra-Hans, 
Balagangadhar Totapally. 
“Hypernatremia in Children 
Following Discontinuation of 
Vasopressin Used for Hemo-
dynamic Support”.  

 Nicole Sather, 
Balagangadhar Totapally. 
“The Impact of AAP Guide-
lines on Brief Resolved Un-
explained Events: A National 
Database Study”.  

 Nicole Sather, Keith Meyer, 
Kaitlin Kobaitri, 
Balagangadhar Totapally. “A 
Quality Improvement Initia-
tive to Decrease the Preva-
lence of Hyperoxia in Criti-
cally Ill Children”.  

 Ghanavi Kumaran, Fuad Alk-
houry, Balagangadhar Tota-
pally. “Traumatic and Non-
traumatic Compartment Syn-
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Milestones in Faculty and Trainees Scholarly Activities 

NCH Faculty and Trainees ConƟnue to Showcase their Schol‐

arly Work in PresentaƟons and PublicaƟons (Cont’ed) 

drome in Children: a Na-
tional Database Study in 
the U.S.”  

 Silvia Carolina Escudero, 
Maria Daniela Godoy, 
Ghanavi Kumaran, Keith 
Meyer, Balagangadhar 
Totapally. “Influenza-
associated Hospitaliza-
tions, ECMO use Before, 
During and After H1N1 
Pandemic in Children”. 

 Maria Daniela Godoy, 

Silvia Carolina Escudero, 
Ghanavi Kumaran,  Kait-
lin Kobaitri, 
Balagangadhar Totapal-
ly. “Trends, Complica-
tions, and Interventions 
of Children with Immune 
Thrombocytopenia in the 
US.” 

 Melanie Hew, Ghanavi 
Kumaran, Michael Leon-
cio, Balagangadhar Tota-
pally. “Epidemiology and 
Trends of Hospitalization 

with Febrile Seizures 
Children in the United 
States”.  

 Camila De Avila, Keith 
Meyer, Lian Santiago, 
Felipe Pedroso, Fuad Alk-
houry, Balagangadhar 
Totapally. “Oxygen Chal-
lenge Test in Neonates on 
VA ECMO”.  

In September 2024, the 
AAP Florida Chapter Annu-
al Conference was held in 
Orlando with a strong repre-
sentation from NCH. Drs 
Vivian Hernandez-Trujillo & 
Ziad Khatib each presented 
a general session, Dr. Rani 
Gereige as co-chair of the 
conference participated in the 
planning and moderating of 
sessions, and several NCH 
residents represented the 
program in the Brain Bowl 
competition and presented 
several poster presentations. 
Below are some photos from 
the event. 

Milestones in State and National Representation 

NCH Well Represented at the FL AAP Chapter MeeƟng  



Medical EducaƟon Birthdays 

September 
Laura Amador 3 

Gonzalo Corrado 7 

Gabriela Teixeira-Bell 9 

Jordan Hunsberger 14 

Rashmi Prasad 17 

Jennifer Francisco 20 

Nicole Sather 24 

Maria Laura Calderon Arizmendi 28 

Antonietta Padron Ayala 29 

October 
Ashley White 2 

Nathalia Hernandez 9 

Alejandra Frauenfelder Sanchez 17 

Maria Mejia Plazas 20 

Daphne Petit-Homme 23 

Enrique Konstat Korzenny 26 

Kara Gay-Simon 30 

CME@Nicklaushealth.org 

Medical EducaƟon Coordinators Job DuƟes Re‐DistribuƟon 


